
 
 

 

  
 

 

News from the Nicaragua Street Kids Project                 Fall  2011 

At S² a la Vida is a small motivational sign: El Querer es el 

Poder ï literally, ñDesire is Power.ò  If a street kid is to 

change his behavior and lifestyle, whatôs most important is 

that he wants to abandon the values of the street and work  

toward a life that is healthy, happy and productive. 

Jonathan Pav·n is one such street kid. His early years began 

well. Born into a large family in Managua, he was in pre-

school when three years old, in first grade when six, but at 

seven he began spending most of his time on the streets. He 

has a caring mother and would usually sleep at home, but for 

many years his life centered on begging, stealing, drugs and 

gangs. Eventually, in early 2009 when he was 13, he entered 

the S² a la Vida center in Managua. Although he enrolled in 

school, he quickly became a leader for the negative among  

the other boys. His behavior was atrocious.  

In August, in desperation, the staff transferred Jonathan to the 

S² a la Vida center on Ometepe Island. He was now far from 

the street life of Managua, but there was no improvement. 

Highly disrespectful of staff, he broke into the bodega where 

clothing for the kids is stored, stole plantains to sell in town, 

and was frequently drunk. He had little interest in school but 

did manage to complete the academic year in November ï in 

last place among all 

the kids at the project. 

Soon after, he was sus-

pended from the pro-

ject for a month due to 

destructive behavior. 

He returned in Decem-

ber, but only lasted a 

month before being 

suspended indefinitely. 

For most of 2010, Jon-

athan was back with 

his family in Managua. 

He tried to make mon-

ey for them by beg-

ging on buses and per-

forming at traffic    

intersections, but he also reflected on his life. In late 2010, he 

asked  

S² a la Vida 

for another 

opportunity. 

Although 

dubious, the 

staff agreed 

and in Janu-

ary 2011 

Jonathan re-

turned to the 

center on 

Ometepe.  

His changed 

attitude was 

obvious. He 

had always 

been a ram-

bunctious 

extrovert and 

a performer, 

but now his 

priority was 

to keep himself on a straight path. He became a leader for the 

positive among the other boys. He joined the school band and 

pursued an interest in Tae Kwon Do. When the first-semester 

report cards came out in June, Jonathan had the highest marks 

of all the students at S² a la Vida! He was totally shocked. 
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He became a leader for the positive... 

 ððððððððððððððððððð 

ñI never had any idea I was capable of doing something like 

that,ò he said. Jonathan is now almost 16 and hopes to eventu-

ally learn a trade. Although much of his young life was spent 

on the streets, his future is promising.   

 Turning a life from despair to delight 



 
MISSION              
  
                S² a la Vida is a residential treatment program founded in 1994 to rescue kids living on the streets of Managua.  Many are runaways from poor  and 
 troubled homes and some are addicted to sniffing glue.  The project strives to rescue, rehabilitate and reintegrate kids back into their communities. 

 

  

 

Updates from Managua and Ometepe Island 

In the new multi-purpose facility, instructors from the U.S. based Aleô Aleô 

Foundation taught the children about capoeira, a Brazilian art form that 

combines elements of martial arts, sports and music. 

 

Visit us at  www.asalv.org  

Read about current updates, learn more about 

how the project works, see friendship brace-

lets hand woven by the boys, read testimoni-

als, view photos, explore the archive of annual 

newsletters, find opportunities to donate and 

volunteer. 
 

 

Currently 18 children are at the Ometepe center and 

either are in school or learning a trade. Six or seven 

will finish grade school when the term ends in  

November - a major achievement for kids who could 

barely read when they arrived at the project. 

 

A second residence on Ometepe Island opened in  

January 2011 and houses older boys ages 15-17. A 

promotor (junior staff member) lives there, attends school  

with the others, and receives a small stipend. The promotor, 

Henry Garcia, is 24, a graduate of the project, and finishing  

his last year of the five - year high school. Currently the se-

cond residence houses eight other boys, and will gradually  

fill to a capacity of 16. 

 

In the original residence on the island there are currently nine 

children. The promotor, Ariel Alem§n, is in his third year of 

high school. Ariel serves as a big brother and mentor for the 

younger boys in the project. 

  

In July the Ometepe center inaugurated a new kitchen/ 

dining/multi-purpose facility ï itôs the place for daily meals, 

group events, and evening soccer games. Situated between the 

two residences, the octagon structure is open on all sides and 

can accommodate 60 people. Chilo Mairena, the cook, is  

ecstatic about her new kitchen!  

 

At the center in Managua, where street children first 

enter S² a la Vida, Noel Zamora ï previously in the role of  

educator ï is now the psychologist on staff. He and the educa-

tors are currently working with 10 boys from the streets to turn 

their lives around. 

  

Two former volunteers and strong supporters, in-

spired by their experiences with S² a la Vida, have   

initiated their own projects working with latino children on  

the fringes of society. Tom Mueller of California, an excep-

tional volunteer and supporter, has founded a project in  

Granada, Nicaragua to help older street children. Nathan  

Beninger, a dynamic young photographer from British  

Columbia who taught at the Ometepe center, opened a shelter 

in Cusco, Peru to help sexually exploited young girls leave the 

streets and change their lives. Many thanks to Tom and Nathan 

for their dedication, and best wishes in their admirable work! 

  


